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My name is Noel Blanco literally translated to “white Christmas” in Spanish and I am half-Mexican and half-Filipino in heritage.  From birth, I have lived in La Mirada of Southern California.  I graduated from University of California, Riverside in 2006 with a degree in Biological Sciences.   During my first year of medical school, I was accepted into the F. Edward Hébert Armed Forces Health Professions Scholarship Program (HPSP).  Finally, I enjoy long-distance running, exercising, eating, playing my guitar, watching movies and sports, and long, moonlit walks on the beach. 
 
Aloha, I’m Emily Ochmanek. I grew up in Malibu, CA and I did my undergraduate work at the University of California, Berkeley.  I graduated from Cal with a BA in Social Welfare in 2006. Before medical school, I worked in the Rio Grande Valley of New Mexico for a non-profit, CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates), on behalf of abused and neglected children in the foster system.  As an OMS II, I envision myself practicing rural medicine, and I’m enjoying the journey to that end. I love adventure, the out of doors, gardening, Makaha sunsets, and vegan treats!
 
I’m Jennie Zhu. I was born in Shanghai, China and lived there until I was 9. I moved to Massapequa New York (Long Island), then moved to Plano Texas (by Dallas) for high school. I loved New York City, so I went to New York University for college. I stayed there after college for 2 years and taught a health awareness program in a New York City high school through the non-profit organization, HealthCorps. The year before I started medical school, I traveled to Argentina, where I worked on an organic farm in the mountains and took a boat trip to Antarctica, and to China, where I explored the country side of the South and West, lived in Tibetan villages and even a nunnery, took boat rides with migrant workers between villages, and also paid a visit to the Terra Cotta soldiers. I want to be an ER doctor and continue my adventures. 
 
Aloha! My name is Jane Kim.  I was born and raised in Hawaii and attended Hawaii Baptist Academy.  I graduated from University of California, Davis and majored in Neurobiology, Physiology, and Behavior in 2006.  I decided to go to ATSU-SOMA so that I come back home to Hawaii and eventually practice here and serve the people I grew up with.
Aloha! My name is Brennen Owan.  I was born and raised in Laie on the North Shore and went to Kamehameha for high school.  I did my undergraduate schooling at Brigham Young University in Utah and graduated in Exercise Science.  I now am a second year medical student for A.T. Still University School of Osteopathic Medicine with hopes of being a physician in a rural community within Hawai'i.
 
Aloha, my name is Kimberly Theos and I am a second year medical student at ATSU-SOMA. Over the past year I have joined many clubs and served as a community volunteer chair for the American College of Osteopathic Family Practice Club. I spent most of life on the island of Oahu where I received a BA in Biology and a MS in Molecular Biosciences and Bioengineering from the University of Hawaii. During this time, I had the opportunity to conduct Mesothelioma research with the Cancer Research Center of Hawaii. The three years spent doing research was a valuable learning experience for my career in medicine. I am currently interested in many fields such as emergency medicine, family practice or surgery.
 
Aloha! My name is Seth Koster, I am a 24 year old second year medical student from Austin, TX. I received my Bachelor's degree from Baylor University in 2008 (Health Science Studies major; Medical Humanities minor). At Baylor, I held leadership positions in numerous organizations & clubs (Student Government, Christian Healthcare Society, Beta Upsilon Chi, etc.). Before attending medical school, I worked in the Providence Emergency Department (Waco, TX) as both a Triage Technician & Unit Clerk; and also at CVS as a Certified Pharmacy Technician. During my first year of med school, I represented our class in Student Government (Senator of Activities). In addition to maintaining membership status in many clubs, I held a leadership position in the Sports Medicine Club as the "TOPS Physicals Coordinator" - helping to organize & conduct free sports physicals for local High School and Middle School athletes in the East Valley area of greater Phoenix. Currently (Year 2), I continue to serve in Student Government, now as the Hawaii CHC Senator. When not studying, I enjoy playing sports, going to movies, making new friends, exploring the outdoors, and learning the ukulele.
